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Based on a review of the press release and without having studied the 
complaint (which has not yet been delivered to the Seinfelds), we can comment as follows. 

 
First and foremost, there is absolutely no truth to any claim of plagiarism.  The 

idea for Jessica Seinfeld's book came from her own experiences with her own family, in her 
own kitchen – just as countless other mothers have over the years.  

   
It is worth noting that, less than a year before Lapine's Sneaky Chef came out, a 

book called Sneaky Veggies was released with the same concept and many of the same recipes 
as Ms. Lapine's.  That is not to say that Ms. Lapine's Sneaky Chef plagiarized from Sneaky 
Veggies.  Quite the contrary, it illustrates the natural similarities between two books based on 
the same age-old idea.  

 
With regard to any defamation allegations made in the complaint, there is no 

basis for any kind of a legal claim.  Jerry Seinfeld is entitled to his opinions in a context 
where it is appropriate to express them, and in reference to a person who made herself a 
public figure.  Even though he is a public figure, Jerry Seinfeld does not lose his rights of free 
speech under the first amendment. 

  
Furthermore, while Ms. Lapine's press release makes mention of the fact that 

her book was a New York Times best seller, it was only after she began making her 
unfounded and untrue accusations about Ms. Seinfeld that her book had any sustained sales 
success.  In fact, her recent run on The New York Times Best Seller List began the same 
week as the release of Ms. Seinfeld’s book and came to an end, coincidentally, this week.   
Now, with Ms. Lapine's next book coming out in March, she appears to be launching the next 
phase of her PR efforts on the backs of the Seinfelds.   

 
We will vigorously challenge this misguided use of the legal system.  

 


